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Eagle’s Nest (2.8-mile round trip, EASY)

This easy walk on a mostly flat, wide trail leads to a view of an
eagle's nest on an island in the Connecticut River. Follow the Fort
Hill Rail Trail 0.8 miles south then turn right onto a narrower trail.
After 0.6 miles, before a bridge, look to the left and walk towards
the island to view the nest. There are abundant wildlife signs to
observe along the way.

DIRECTIONS: From Hinsdale, head north on NH-119. Turn left on
Prospect Street and park at the boat landing.

Kilburn Loop / John Summers Trail (3.5-mile loop, EASY)

One of the premier trails in the region, the Kilburn Loop travels
along Kilburn Pond and through diverse forested habitat. The trail
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pond. At the northern end of the John Summers Trail, the loop
follows the Kilburn Loop Trail left and downhill to a long bridge. At
the next junction it turns left again to reach the Kilburn Road
junction where it turns right and uphill to return to the parking lot.

DIRECTIONS: From Hinsdale, travel north on NH-63. Park on the
right at Pisgah State Park’s Kilburn Trailhead.
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Wantastiquet Lower Trail (3-mile round trip, EASY)

This easy walk follows an old dirt road that provides many views as
it parallels the Connecticut River. It is ideal for families and young
children and is accessible to strollers. There are a couple short hills
and some gravel areas.

DIRECTIONS: From Hinsdale, head north on NH-118. Tumn right
onto Mountain Road just before the bridge to Brattleboro, Vermont.
Proceed to the Wantastiquet Trail System parking lot and gate.

Wantastiguet Upper Trail (4.5-mile round trip, MODERATE)

The Upper Trail ascends a rocky, wide, switch-backed trail on the
western flank of Mt. Wantastiquet to reach an outcrop with great
views of Brattleboro and the Connecticut River. This moderately

This 50-mile greenway begins in Hinsdale on Mt.
Wantastiquet and runs to the summit of Mi.

Monadnock in Jaffrey and Dublin. Learn more at:

chesterfieldoutdoors.com/
wantastiquet-monadnock-greenway *I

Moon Ledge (1.5-mile round trip, MODERATE)

Moon Ledge, a rocky outcrop on the south side of Mt.
Wantastiquet, offers spectacular views of Massachusetts and
Vermont. The trail ascends, quite steeply in places, from the
parking area up through a former logging area, over rocks and
a small stone wall, and through a grassy scrub oak forest. The
overlook is on the left at the trail junction with the Daniels
Mountain Loop.

DIRECTIONS: From Hinsdale, head north on NH-119. Turn right
onto Plain Road and proceed 4.5 miles to the trailhead on the left,

Bear Mountain (1.3-mile one-way, MODERATE)

Daniels Mountain Loop.

DIRECTIONS: From Hinsdale, travel north on NH-63. Park on the
right at Pisgah State Park's Kilburn Trailhead. Walk north on NH-63
about 150 yards to where the trail starts on the left on an old road.

b % winsbstiquet-
i M.ﬁu.lr!am

The Sethacks Norm’s Marina The Connecticut River Paddlers’ Trail off
The Setbacks provide a great launching spot for all levels of The marina, which rents boats, provides convenient and easy h dE du IEB o wgrl - dErs {;:I l‘.1_ Erts | Eam M rl'!allh }'
paddlers. A beginner can stay in the protected ‘setback’ between the access to the Connecticut River to paddlers going up or -l r.E Sl pmp LU ppmn 1 " | =% il 31315 mgg[ g1
mainland and the Fort Hill Rail Trail, while more adventurous downstream. Parking costs $20 for non-renters. r.r::mpmtes a'“?ﬁ ”E:E E“:ll'm ";"'Jéh “: ”]:’ "“rt::'?m i & e
paddlers can go under the stone culvert and into the main stem of . : . " its source on the Canadian border to its mouth in Lo ¥
the Connecticut River. DIRECTIONS: From Hinsdale, drive nosth on NH-119. Tum lef Long Island Sound. For more information visit: | 7
into the marina just before the bridge to Brattleboro, Vermont. A H ¥
DIRECTIONS: From Hinsdale, drive north on NH-119 to the parking connecticutpaddlerstrail.org ,q -"f‘-‘?-_ | £ £ f \
area on the left at the north end of the causeway. | WAE 1S = & ! b,
- . o F 4 J!‘ »
= | ¥ / " E ) F E 1l
et R F".: R % ( *ﬁr =
@ sixine @ BirD WaTCHING G\ g 0 Bl 3 e &
| I L= e
. HINS DA LE T N
Ashuelot Rail Trail (21.2-mile one-way, EASY) Pisgah State Park L I W V) e g il
The rail trail follows the historical former route of the Ashuelot survey found over B0 species of birds from hawks, owls, whip-poor-wills to warblers, an mare in the largely unfragmente .;‘:‘n- & g ASE
A 2004 ey found 80 ies of birds fi hawks, owls, whi ill arbl d many in the larg frag d A P ; 'k,
Railroad along the Ashuelot River from Hinsdale to Keene. Along 13,000-acre park. There is a wide diversity of habitats for nature study and birdwatching along with multiple access points in the park. M"W & ¥ f.:, o
the way, there are covered bridges, old boxcars and mills, and DIRECTIONS: Parking is available at access points off NH-63 on the western edge of the park and off Old Chesterfield Road in the park’s interior. _— —) L f s I\ ]
some of th original granite markers as well as plentiful wildiif : . L - = i ) R <

-

viewing opportunities. The trail surface is packed cinder, ballast,
and dirt that can become muddy or flood after rains.

DIRECTIONS: From Hinsdale, drive south on NH-63 for two
miles. Pull into the parking area on the right side of the road.
The trailhead for the Ashuelot Rail Trail is on the east side of
NH-63. The Fort Hill Rail Trail leaves from the western side of
this parking area.

Wantastiquet Mountain Natural Area

This 1,010-acre natural area encompasses a wide range of habitats along the elevation gradient from the Connecticut River to the 1,310-foot
summit including oak and pine forest, hemlock groves, rocky juniper shrubland, and brushy powerline corridor. Most of the resident birds are
typical of the forested regions of southwestern New Hampshire, but there is potential for Cerulean and Worm-eating Warbler sightings during
migration and Prairie Warblers and Eastern Towhees in brushy areas.

DIRECTIONS: See Wantastiquet Lower Trail above.

The Setbacks

Also called Lake Wantastiquet, the Setbacks offer excellent birding by foot and boat. They are best
known for the shallow impoundments that host large concentrations of waterfowl during spring and
fall migration. The area also hosts woodlands, vernal pools, wetlands, and extensive cattail beds that
are productive for both songbirds and marsh birds. Great birding can be found along the Fort Hill Rail
Trail, which forms a causeway through the Setbacks.

DIRECTIONS: From Hinsdale, drive north on NH-119 to the parking area on the left at the north end
of the causeway.

Fort Hill Rail Trail (7-mile one-way, EASY)

Leaving from the same trailhead as the Ashuelot Rail Trail, the Fort
Hill Rail Trail parallels the east bank of the Connecticut River ending
at the railroad bridge across from Brattleboro. The trail is primarily
level, but the surface varies from ballast to cinder and dirt. The
route crosses through the Setbacks, which provide prime bird and
wildlife viewing.

DIRECTIONS: See Ashuelot Rail Trail above.
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Whether you want to hike, bike, paddle, or go birding, - P
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